THE  ECONOMIC  BACKGROUND
taxation were the mots d'ordre, and only "the Cassandras of Political Economy" sounded occasional warnings
Even Labour had become almost tranquil The Unions not yet legitimised, were re-forming The Associated Society of Engineers, founded in 1851, with a hierarchy of officials, became the new model, and the other skilled trades followed them After the first wave of panic, employers found that they were very different metal from Cromwell's Ironsides, that their leaders were well-informed, well-disciplined and full of the tact des choses possibles > who prevented more stakes than they promoted, and who had accepted the economic system as it stood Their behaviour paved the way for their gradual recognition, and the election of working men to Parliament set the seal on the respectability of organised labour
The Unions were, however, no more than a small proportion of the workers Outside their ranks lay millions of partially or wholly unorganised workers, in textiles, in the mines, on the docks and in the factories, the sweeping children, the sweated tailors, furriers and sempstresses, the match girls When they struck, their strikes were broken in detail Their time was not yet, and they subsisted darkly and violently in the slums of the cities, which for all Chadwick's battles were still squalid and insanitary One may note the rise of the death-rate between 1851 and 1871, and perceive little difference between the picture painted by Engels in 1843 and that by Tame in 1869
In the country, agriculture, in spite of the prophecies of Bentinck and Disraeli, had taken a new lease of life The Repeal of the Corn Laws had not hurt, but released, the fanner to experiment with new crops and new methods The impetus given to industry after 1844, and the consequent rise in wages had increased the demand for food-stuffs, while tKe railways brought them more easily to the townsman's door Agriculture flourished as it had not done since Waterloo Nor did it fear rivals From 1851 to 1871, war, or its rumours, kept Europe, still the world granary, from competition It is the Indian Summer of the great landlord, who, .until the passing of the Ballot Act, could suspend over